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“Bio” 

Tebogo Victoria Kgope is a Research & Quality Assurance Assistant in the College of Graduate Studies at the 

University of South Africa (UNISA) where she oversees research monitoring and the management of relevant 

information on various research undertakings. She has a National Diploma in Water Care Technology from 

Tshwane University of Technology (TUT). She is a qualified homeopath following her studies at the University 

of Johannesburg. She is in her finishing stages of her PhD in African Studies with the University of Venda.  

Using a complex critical African emancipatory framework, she has conceptually indigenised the understanding 

of homeopathy in her research.  Her research interests revolve around grappling with issues that are reflected 

in the everyday experiential and ontological realities of ordinary people, where she engages a decolonial 

epistemic context to research. She is part of the crusade that contributes to Baba Credo Mutwa’s legacy lectures 

upon her submission in 2019 to the Presidential National Awards Committee, urging for a sense of critical 

urgency to honour the late Sanusi Baba Credo Mutwa.  She is also a member of the research group on Africa, 

philosophy and digital technologies (www.apdit.africa).  

“Abstract” 

This paper casts the body or people as representing divining bones that seek to address the obstacles that may 

hamper the route to indigenous epistemologies in an African university. With the application of the African ear I 

draw from the conceptual duology of Dani Nabudere and Ngũgĩ wa Thiongʼo in retelling and remembering the 

indigenous ways of knowing. Drawing from Credo Mutwa’s methodology of divining bones, the concepts of 

motlhakola or dispossession, thwagadima or death/ danger and moferefere or chaos are explored. The aim 

here is to acknowledge the positionality that is projected in different people as bodies that represent the divining 

bone as African thought patterns are realised in an African university. Is the body in sync with the dominant 

theories that the academy is using? The paper asks if we have forgotten who we are or what we are born of. 
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